
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

SELECTION AND MEMBER SERVICES COMMITTEE

MINUTES of a meeting of the Selection and Member Services Committee held in the 
Darent Room, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone on Thursday, 19 November 
2015.

PRESENT: Mrs A D Allen, MBE (Chairman), Mr P B Carter, CBE, Mr G Cooke, 
Mr M C Dance, Mrs T Dean, MBE, Ms A Harrison, Mr R A Latchford, OBE, 
Mr B E MacDowall and Mr B J Sweetland

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Sass (Head of Democratic Services), Mr P D Wickenden 
(Democratic Services Manager (Members)) and Mr A Tait (Democratic Services 
Officer)

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS

17. Minutes - 21 October 2015 
(Item 3)

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2015 are correctly 
recorded and that they be signed by the Chairman. 

18. Member Development 
(Item 4)

(1)  The Democratic Services Manager introduced the report on the initiatives 
being undertaken by the Member Development Steering Group. 

(2) During discussion of this item, the Committee agreed a number of 
recommendations for the Steering Group to consider.  These are set out in (3) below. 

(3) RESOLVED that the ongoing work programme of the Member Development 
Steering Group be noted and that it be requested to consider the following 
recommendations:-

(a)  the core topics for accreditation purposes should include Safeguarding, 
Standards, Scrutiny, Consultation, the Equality Act, Commissioning, 
Contract Performance and Contract Design; 

(b) Members who aspire to be Committee Chairmen and Deputy Cabinet 
Members (intermediary module) or to carry out a Leadership role 
(advanced module) should be expected to participate in the 
accreditation training provided;

(c) the intention to record training sessions is welcomed; and 

(d) the Steering Group should consider the best means to facilitate 
opportunities for Members to discuss non-political ideas and concerns 



to enable all the support to all Members in their various roles to be 
enhanced sand improved. 

19. Dependents' Carers' Allowance 
(Item 5)

(1)  The Cabinet Member for Corporate and Democratic Services proposed a 
minor amendment to the Dependents’ Carers’ Allowance paragraph in the Members’ 
Allowance Scheme to enable elected Members with childcare responsibilities to 
participate in the Childcare Voucher Scheme offered by the County Council to its 
employees.  The re-wording had been agreed by the Member Remuneration Panel. 

(2) RESOLVED that the proposed rewording of the Dependents’ Carers’ 
Allowance paragraph in the Members’ Allowance Scheme be recommended to 
the County Council for approval. 


